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There’s no getting around it. A parish 
needs money to operate, to provide the 
heat for the winter, air-conditioning for 
the summer, lights, sound, supplies for 
Mass--and the list goes on.

Parishes don’t manufacture things for 
sale to raise that money. It has to come 

from the generosity of the parishioners 
themselves, who support their parish 
because it’s their family. While the 
giving is a duty--it’s actually one of the 
laws of the church--sometimes it can be 
downright fun.

And so, here at Corpus Christi we 
have two raffles going right now, which 
give the ticket holders an opportunity to 

share with their parish financially, and 
take a chance on bringing something 
home in return. Tickets are available 
before and after all weekend Masses, 
and drawings will be held at the fall 
dinner, October 9, at 1 pm.

The first raffle started in July for St. 
Ann’s Society. Tickets, $5 each or 
3 for $10, are for the opportunity to 
win a handmade Door County 
photo quilt done by two 
parishioners. Monica Sawyn pieced 
it and Sue Melarvie, who owns 
Blue Whale Quilts, did the quilting. 
Not only does it contain actual 
photos of iconic sites around the 
county, but also the quilting 
stitches form pictures and words on 
their own. People have already 
discovered that the longer they 
examine the quilt, which hangs in 
the vestibule by the ticket table, the 
more things they find to look at. If 
a visitor wins the quilt, it will be 
shipped to him.
   St. Ann’s will use the money to 
continue their mission of providing 
repairs and equipment for the 
kitchen, and needs for the altar. In 
the past, they have purchased 
vestments, and refurbished 
candlesticks and the tabernacle. 

They also share with the wider 
community when asked, and help fund 
youth mission trips.

The parish fund raiser began in 
August. Tickets are $10 or 3 for $25, for 
a grand prize of $1,000. The money 
collected will be used to install ADA-
compliant restrooms in the area between 

the social hall and the church. As long as 
the weather holds, the ticket table for the 
cash raffle will be located outside, in 
front of the main entrance.

Buy tickets, and best of luck!

Win a quilt or cash--and help the parish
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Pastoral Council Notes
When St. Francis of Assisi had his conversion, he heard Jesus on 

the crucifix speak to him, “Francis, repair my church.”  St. Francis 
took this literally and began rebuilding the San Damiano church, 
which was in various stages of decay.   What Jesus meant was for 
St. Francis to rebuild the Church with a big “C,” not the church 

building.  This was 
the beginning of a 
whole new religious 
order--the 
Franciscan order.   

When you look 
around the grounds of Corpus Christi, you may hear Jesus calling 
YOU to rebuild his church.  There are many projects that need 
attention.  If you look up at the canopy as you enter the church, you 
will notice a volunteer re-painted it.  The railing going to the parish 
office was repaired recently, again done by a volunteer.  This is one 
example of something that needed attention.  There are railroad ties 
and shrubs that need replacing on the Duluth side of the church, 

concrete work on the sidewalks that need repair, pews that need 
the guards replaced.  I could go on.  

Do you have skills like carpentry, plumbing, electrical or 
gardening?  A list is being created of projects that need to be 
completed around the church and its grounds.  If you have one of 
these skills and would like to donate your time in rebuilding our 
church or at least improving the way it looks, please let us know.  
You can do that by emailing me at km-89@att.net.  The church is 
supposed to be a beautiful place of worship.  Let us use those gifts 
God has given us to help keep our place of worship beautiful.  

May God Bless Each of You.

--Missy Marchant
Pastoral Council president

And coming up...

The St. Ann’s Society’s rummage sale was a win-win. It gave all of 
us a chance to purge things from our own homes and provide 
treasures for someone else. Plus, it brought in $3,300 for St. 
Ann’s. Congratulations to all involved!

We all know know--brace yourselves--that it won’t be long 
before we’ll be buying a turkey, buying presents, decorating a 
tree... Oh yes, the holidays aren’t far away.

But in the meantime, let’s enjoy October. By tradition, the 
Catholic Church dedicates each month of the year to a certain 
devotion. The month of October is dedicated to the Holy 
Rosary, probably because October includes the Feast of Our 
Lady of the Rosary (October 7). 

The best way to celebrate the month is, of course, to pray the 
Rosary.
   But why is it that on October 7 the Catholic Church 
celebrates the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary? On Oct. 7, 
1571, a great victory over the mighty Turkish fleet was won by 
Catholic naval forces primarily from Spain, Venice, and Genoa 
under the command of Don Juan of Austria. It was the last 
battle at sea between "oared" ships, which featured the most 
powerful navy in the world, a Moslem force with between 
12,000 to 15,000 Christian slaves as rowers. The victory was 
attributed to the recitation of the rosary.

Read the story for yourself at https://holyrosarypassaic.org/
october-month-of-the-rosary. It’s fascinating!

mailto:km-89@att.net
mailto:km-89@att.net
https://holyrosarypassaic.org/october-month-of-the-rosary
https://holyrosarypassaic.org/october-month-of-the-rosary
https://holyrosarypassaic.org/october-month-of-the-rosary
https://holyrosarypassaic.org/october-month-of-the-rosary
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• Remember Fatima? Remember 
the First Saturday devotions, and 
focus on the warnings and promises 
of Our Lady in Portugal in 1917? 
Devotion to Our Lady of Fatima is 
being resurrected here at Corpus 
Christi, with opportunities to be 
invested in the brown scapular, to be 
part of a member of the Blue Army 
and a monthly prayer cell, and to 
study the messages of Our Lady. 
Watch for the announcement when 
things are ready to go! In the 
meantime, check out bluearmy.com 
for more information about the Fatima message. 

• The cash raffle currently in 
progress is nothing new, but the 
plans for spending the proceeds 
are: ADA-compliant bathrooms 
between the church and the 
social hall. The cost will be at 
least $26,000, so be generous in 
your purchase of tickets. 
Drawing for the $1,000 grand 
prize is on Oct. 9.

• The 
aging 

membership of St. Ann’s Society has 
required new ways to earn money to 
continue to care for the needs of the 
altar and the kitchen. The Door County 
quilt raffle could be a much-needed 

source of funds, but it all depends on your buying tickets. The 
51” x 68” quilt can be a wall hanging, or a napping throw. 
Drawing is on Oct. 9.

• More funding issues are looming in 
the next 2 or 3 years to replace the boilers 
at the school. The costs will be split 
among the local parishes and the school, 
but the $350,000-$400,000 price tag is 
still a big one. Stay tuned for more plans 
to address this pressing need.

• Little things have been fixed around 
the campus, like a broken wheel on the 
kitchen stove, and the rail on the steps from the social hall. 
Floors were also cleaned and polished in the dining room, 
annex and table storage room. The underside of the canopy 
over the front entrance will also get a new coat of paint.

• The fall festival dinner on October 9 is still a work in 
progress, and what the day looks like will depend on how many 
volunteers there are. Steve LaLuzerne, who is spearheading the 

plans, said 
there WILL be 
a dinner of 
some kind, 
with some 
extra 
attractions in 
the works. Stay 
tuned to more 
announcements 
in the bulletin.

   This month we continue our 
tour of the windows on the left 
side of the church. This one, near 
the back, depicts the 
Annunciation, with the 
archangel Gabriel appearing to 
Mary with the astonishing news 
that she would be the mother of 
the Messiah, of God himself.
   This image is a study in 
humility. Gabriel, a powerful 
being created by God, comes to 
tell a lowly human that she will 
carry the God he worships with 
all of his being at all times, 
without ceasing. And in turn, 
Mary, surprised and unaware of 
all that this honor would involve, 
responds by saying yes to the 

will of God. Whatever plans she may have made for her life 
just got dismantled, big time.

Gazing reflectively on this window should encourage us to 
ponder whether we are always open to the will of God. Do we 
get up in the morning and say, “Whatever you ask of me today, 
Lord, I will do--with your help”? Do we obey the laws of Jesus 
and the Church, no matter what the rest of society is saying, or 
do we pick and choose and live our lives according to our own 
will? Do we imitate Mary’s humble “fiat” and use her for the 
model for our lives?

The window also reminds us of the angels in general, all nine 
choirs of them who each have responsibilities given by God to 
serve him and care for his creation. We each have a guardian 
angel who is with us constantly, urging us to make good 
choices, enlightening our minds, encouraging us to know and 
do God’s will. They can’t read our thoughts, and they can’t 
control our will, but they can gently persuade. When was the 
last time you greeted your angel and asked for his help and 
guidance? 

Did you know...? 

What’s new?
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How do you go to Mass? What is your attitude as you pull into 
your parking place? Are you running joyfully to something 
you’ve been looking forward to, or do you skid into place at the 
last minute, as you might do if you’re late for an appointment? 
And does it make a difference?

For a few hints as to how we should approach our Sunday 
“obligation,” one of the best places to turn to is the Psalms, those 
ancient prayers--songs, actually--where God’s people laid bare 
their thoughts, feelings, fears and trust in God.

Here’s a familiar one: “I rejoiced when 
they said to me, let us go to God’s house.” 
Psalm 122 (121):1 Does your pre-Mass 
Sunday morning look like rejoicing, or does 
it look begrudging? Do we wake up and think 
“We get to go to Mass today” or do we 
grumble and say “We’ve got to go to Mass 
today”? What message does your attitude 
send to your kids or your spouse--or to God? 
And how might this attitude influence the 
quality of your worship?

What about when you approach the doors of the church? The 
psalmist said, “Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts 

with praise! Give 
thanks to him, 
bless his name!” 
Psalm 100 (99):4  
As we swing the 
door open, we 
should leave 
behind all the 
distractions of the 
past week and 
focus on Who 
we’re 
approaching. 
We’re entering 

into the presence of God himself, and he’s the host who, unseen, 
holds his arms wide to welcome us. We’re also taught that saints 
and angels are gathered at each Mass to join us in thanks and 
adoration. We should enter with a mental list of all that we’re 
grateful for from the past week.

Verse 2 of the same psalm says, “Come into his presence with 
singing!” We might not be singing as we walk down the aisle to 
our pew--although we will when the priest processes down 
later--but our hearts should swell with the knowledge that Jesus 
is in that tabernacle, and will soon come to us, body and blood, 
soul and divinity, when we receive Communion. Theologians tell 
us the angels are actually in awe of that privilege given to us, but 
not to them.

Once in the pew, do we immediately begin a conversation with 
those next to us or around us--or do we kneel to speak to Our 
Lord? Do we let our children use this as a time to grab our 
attention, or have we begun to train them that this is a holy, quiet 
time? Is our attitude like that in Psalm 95(94):6-7: “O come, let 
us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our 
Maker! For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, 

and the sheep of his hand. O that today you would listen to his 
voice!”

When it comes time to sing--which is praying twice, according 
to St Augustine--do we stand there, stoney-faced, or do we pick 
up our books and join in enthusiastically, not worrying that our 
voices aren’t “professional”? Psalm 98 (97):4-6 says, “Make a 
joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, break forth into joyous 
song and sing praises! ...Make a joyful noise before the King, the 
Lord!” Maybe some of our efforts are more noise than song, but 
God doesn’t care. 

   And finally, when we leave Mass, do we 
take the holiness of the previous hour with 
us? Do we do as the Church asks and refrain 
from unnecessary chores or shopping or the 
secular things that take up the rest of our 
week? Do we allow ourselves time to reflect, 
and even to find God in the beauties and the 
fruitful earth around us? If we look, we’ll see 
what Psalm 65 (64):12-13 says: “...The hills 
are girded with joy, the meadows are covered 
with flocks, the valleys are decked with 

wheat, they shout for joy, yes, they sing.”
There’s something about a Sunday spent with our priorities in 

order, in God’s order, that sets us up for a much better week 
ahead. Try it!

In case you’re wondering about all the parenthetical numbers 
in the article above, read on.

When reading a quotation from the book of Psalms, 
sometimes the chapter and verse cited will be different. This can 
be confusing when you want to find the rest of a Psalm and can’t 
seem to find the verse you saw somewhere else.

Why is there a difference in Psalm numbers?
There exist two different numbering systems based on two 

ancient translations. The first is the Hebrew Masoretic text, 
which is a collection of ancient texts written in Hebrew in the 
7th century BC. Most modern translations of the Bible use the 
Hebrew text as a primary source and the 
numbering system that is associated with it.

The second translation of the Psalms is 
the Greek Septuagint, written during the 
2nd century BC. This translation of the 
Psalms has a slightly different numbering 
system and most ancient translations of the 
Bible use it. For example, the Latin Vulgate uses it, along the the 
Douay-Rheims and other translations of the Psalms based on the 
Vulgate, which is the system Catholic Bibles traditionally used. 

In some Bibles, including recent Catholic translations, they 
will list both numbers, having the Hebrew numbering system 
first with the Greek numbers in brackets.

It is a small difference but just enough to be confusing when 
trying to look up a certain Psalm.

Connecting
with

the liturgy

Worship secrets in the psalms

So, which number is it?
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Ask Fr. Ryan
Q: What is a simple definition of grace?

A: Grace is the gift of God's own life.  Grace makes us God's children.  It gives us the faith, hope, and 
love we need to be friends of God.  And because each person is unique, God's grace works uniquely in 
each of us.  We also need God's grace, His life, to be saved.  Sin pushes God's grace from our souls, and 
that is why we need to repent when we sin, for example through the Penitential Rite at Mass and 
especially the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  God's grace returns us to a state of grace, that is, to a 
relationship with God.  Hence, the urgent call from St. Paul: “We beg you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God.”

(If you have a question for Fr. Ryan, email him at fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com.  Or mail your question to 25 N. Elgin, 
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235.)

CC CameraConnections

Above, feasting 
for Fr. Ryan’s 10th 
o r d i n a t i o n 
anniversary. Left, 
Fr. Ryan with his 
mother and family 
s h o w s o f f h i s 
anniversary cake.

Lucy and Tom Groth’s extended family gather to celebrate, 
starting with a Mass.

The first Eucharistic procession in decades was held on the feast of Corpus Christi. 
Adorers circled the campus and prayed a litany, while Jesus blessed our community.

As usual, the Fr. Tony Birdsall Prayer and 
Reflection Garden was beautiful this year, 
despite the best efforts of Japanese beetles.

A group of new altar servers  meet 
with Dcn. Mark on a Saturday 
morning--with Dad standing in for Fr. 
Ryan--to learn all the steps to serving 
on the altar. New servers are always 
needed.

mailto:fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com
mailto:fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com
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tstawicki@charter.net
Servers:
Dcn. Mark Hibbs
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